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Abstract
This study aimed to assess the effect of gender-related economic factors on the level of participation in
planning rural development programs in Greater Talodi Locality, South Kordofan State. The research
problem was formulated around the main question: What is the effect of gender-related economic factors
on the level of participation in planning rural development programs? The study adopted a descriptive—
analytical approach, and a random cluster sample of (324) male and female respondents was selected.
Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS ).The results of the analysis revealed clear differences between males and females in
several economic indicators. It was found that men have better opportunities than women with regard to
main occupation, annual income level, cultivated land size, land ownership type, and the type of
agricultural machinery used. This was reflected in a higher level of men’s participation in planning rural
development programs compared to women, due to men’s greater access to productive resources and
their higher reliance on modern agricultural mechanization .The findings also indicated that the majority
of women were concentrated in low-income categories, owned small or insecure landholdings, and relied
more heavily on manual and traditional tools, which contributed to reducing their level of participation
in development planning processes. Overall, the study confirmed that gender-related economic
disparities constitute a significant factor influencing participation in rural development program
planning. The study recommended strengthening the economic empowerment of rural women and
expanding their access to productive resources to ensure more equitable and effective participation in
planning processes and to achieve the goals of sustainable rural development.
Keywords: Gender, Economic Factors, Participation, Program Planning, Rural Development.
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