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Abstract
The study aimed to understand maritime piracy and the methods of combating it
under international law. The study's problem was formulated in the following
question: What are the causes of maritime piracy, and are they financial, political, or
retaliatory? The study was based on the following hypothesis: The causes of piracy
are political, retaliatory, and material. The study used a descriptive-analytical
approach and a historical approach. The study reached several conclusions, the most
important of which are the following: The lack of clarity in international law
regarding the entity that has jurisdiction to prosecute pirates-whether the flag state,
the state of the vessel's port, the state in which the vessel is registered and insured, or
the state of the cargo's owner. The study recommended supporting the political
stability of the countries bordering the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Arabian
Sea, particularly Somalia, Yemen, Sudan, and Eritrea. This stability is the only
guarantee and safety valve for reducing piracy.
Keywords: Piracy, International Laws, International Trade, Gulf Cooperation Council.
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