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Abstract
The study aimed to analyze the effect of gender-related personal characteristics on the level of
participation in planning mgal development programs, within the framework of the Rural Development
Program funded by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in Greater Talodi
Loeality, South Kordofan State. A descriptive—analytical approach was employed. and a random
zample of 324 respondents was selected using a multistage cluster zampling technique with due
consideration of gender. Data were collected through a structured questionnaire and analyzed vsing
SPS5 package . The results revealed that participation level: were significantly influenced by age,
marital statuz, household size, and educational level Higher participation was obzerved among middle-
aged respondents, married individoals, and those with higher educational attainment while a gender
gap in favor of males persisted. The study concloded that adopting gender-responsive planning
approaches, strengthening rural women's participation, and expanding education and capacity-building
initidtives are eszential to enhance equity and sustamability in roral development programs.
Keywords: Gender; Personal Characteristics; Participation; Program Planning: Rural Development.
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